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War bride's courage
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The story of a war bride whose last minute change of heart made ¥ A POrREE e i e bt

newspaper headlines in 1946 is now back in the public eye. War bride’s courage
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Her tale, first reported in the Auckland Star, has been turned into a
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stage show being performed at the Centrestage Theatre in Orewa.
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Gloria was 21 and living at Epsom with her 18 month-old son Wellsford scrape through

when she joined a contingent of women who'd married American

servicemen during World War Il and boarded a ship headed for

the US. But she changed her mind and, under cover of darkness, Wi Feedback
slipped out of her cabin and back to shore before the boat left port.

Her story intrigued readers and, many years later, captured the
imaginations of her granddaughters Amy and Catherine Waller
who turned it into a theatrical production.

REAL LIFE: Gloria Stanford's war-time

E“p{?riﬁﬂ”mbhaﬁ been tL{‘j:;"Ed imﬂ ‘1 theatre Amy, 29, spent several years living in Orewa with boyfriend
Eﬂl‘rgllgr RSy MRcgmnfaaLgReTAmY Mathan Bland after graduating from Wellington's Tol Whakaari

Drama School.

She put a script together with information gathered from several
days of interviewing Gloria whao is now 90 and living in Avondale.

“I'wanted to make a show, not an autobiography, and make it a bit more magical,” Amy says.
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"Gloria loved it. She said | should make it as dramatic as | wanted.

“I was also really interested in looking at memory and perspective, how | heard and interpreted the story as a child.
I've created moments like that in the show. It explores how stories can warp and beautify through the lens of
memaony.”

Amy says her grandmaother is headstrong, vivacious, brave and stubborn - an attribute needed in the creative arts
warld.

| admire that,” Amy says.

“We were given skills at drama school to survive when we are out of work. How to create your own work. I've been
thinking about doing this show for a long time.”

Inland Revenue

Amy co-wrote the script with help from younger sister Catherine who lives in Los Angeles, This is the second show Te Tari Taslie

she has co-written, the first being Death By Cheerleader, a comedy produced in 2011,
Amy applied for funding from the Auckland Council to support the production’s release in Orewa.

“The council wants to get more theatre up and around Hibiscus Coast and this story is really relevant for a lot of
residents. Even though it is a war story it is still interesting for my generation as well. It's fast-paced and there's a lot
of swing music and dance.”

Amy is the sole performer and Gloria plans to

v Ad Feedback attend the first show. What happened to Gloria's
: marriage is part of the play but she did later visit Local News Headlines '
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Gloria premieres on Saturday at 7.30pm and
runs until July 4,

Contact Centrestage Theatre on 09 426 7282 or

visit iTicket.co.nz for information and tickets. ey o] e B bR

- & Fairfax NZ News

' Most popular

Viewed Shared Commented

Folice officer used ‘reasonable force’ inquiry finds
- Govt Auckland rail link u-turn

| =] SFO eyes S48m prosecution
Next Rodney Times story: Teens face murder trial
Crazy weather wreaks havoc | Auckland Homepage ST S

.| Traps set on private land
Mice infest homes

Ads by Gf:_nglﬁ N =| Why Indian restaurants pay their chefs 54 an hour
Fly Hawaiian Airlines www.HawaiianAirlines .com " Govt Auckland rail loop u-turn

Mow Flying to Hawaii, West Coast & Mew York. Fares from only 31275°RT.

Affordable Dentistry www whitecrossdental com

259 New Patient Exam and Clean! North Shore Auckland npi]]iﬂll Pﬂu ’

Military Records FamilyLink coméMilitary+Records
Military Records Back To 1675! Free Trial Start Searching Mow.

Do you think the Government has
Just cause for the GCSB to spy on
Kiwis?

[ 1Yes
(_INo
(_1Undecided

Viote Fesulls

' Download Outloock »

real estate

outiook

Your essential real estate guide

Advertising works »

_.| Advertising in Fairfax
Suburban Newspapers
works for The Mad

Butcher

HOT DEALS

available now

" Local business directory -

Your guide to the best

LO c AL local businesses

BUSINESS

 Latest Business Listings -

B international College of

H Milford Eye Clinie, 181

i settlers Albany, 550 Albany
E lan Hunt Flooring, 8 Tawa
!. Dr Francis Pitsillis, Villag

E Wellsford Dental, 163 Rodney

Browse all recent classifieds »

LocalNews Sport Events Win  TrafficCameras Local Photos  Neorthland Local Blogs  Classifleds

muckiand Mow Contact Us E!reaking news?
Btuff.co.nz About ks | Contact Lis | Mobile | View Smarphone Site | View Mobile Light Site Send us your photos, videos and tip-offs:
Subscriba Texl | Follbow us on Facebook and Twittar | Mewspapers | Magazine subscriptions | REE - Top Stornes _ :
SanICES Mewspapers in Education | A-Z Directorses | Online Advedising | Prnt Adverising | Careears Emall ﬂE\'fEtlpE@StUﬁ.Gﬂ.nE
Classifieds Ceath Motices | Celebmations | Trade Me | Jobs | Properdy | Motors | Accommodation | Personals | Mewspaper Fhone 0800 687 B833

Classifieds

Mewspapers Cominion Post | The Press | Waikato Times | Auckland Mow | Sunday Mews | Sunday Star-Times
Marborough Express | Manawsty Standard | Melzon Mail | Southland Times | Tamnaki Daily Mews | Timard Herald

Cther Sites Ezsential Mums | Cuisine | NZ House & Garden | MZ Fishing Mews | MZ Life & Leisure | NZ Gardener | Faifax
Archivas

Media

& LiGITAl

&£ 2013 Faifax Mew Zealand Limited
Privacy



