
$59942" Full HD LED-LCD TV
• 1920 x 1080 Resolution • 1 x USB Input
• 2 x HDMI Inputs 25922 / 42HL800AZ
Not available at JB Queen St
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SMART TV

46” Full HD 3D Smart LED-LCD TV
• 1920 x 1080 Resolution
• 2D To 3D Conversion
• Dual Core With Full Smart Function
• 3 x HDMI Inputs 27220 / UA46ES6800MXRD
Not available at JB Queen St

www.jbhifi.co.nz

^No payments and no interest for 12 months (“Payment Holiday”) and no interest for a further 36 months is available on Q Card Flexi Payment Plans. Minimum purchase $1599. Account Fees may
apply. A $45 Establishment Fee for new Q Cardholders and a $35 Advance Fee for existing Q Cardholders will apply. Minimum payments of 3% of the monthly closing balance or $10 (whichever is
greater) are required once Payment Holiday ends. Paying only the minimum monthly payments will not fully repay the loan before end of interest free period. Q Card Standard Interest Rate applies

to any outstanding balance at end of Payment Holiday. Offer expires 26th August 2012. Q Card lending criteria, fees, terms and conditions apply.

*DISCOUNTS ONLY APPLY TO BRANDS SHOWN. 15% OFF IS ON HP COMPUTERS & PRINTERS ONLY. TRADE NOT SUPPLIED, LIMIT RIGHTS APPLY, NO RAIN CHECKS, STORE STOCK
ONLY & WHILE STOCKS LAST. SHOP ONLINE & RECEIVE FREE FREIGHT NEW ZEALAND WIDE ONLY. OFFERS END MONDAY 27TH AUGUST 2012.

jbhifi.co.nzFREE FREIGHT!*
NEW ZEALAND WIDE

*Visit jbhifi.co.nz for conditions
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7 Wagener Place
Sylvia Park Shopping Centre
1 Hobsonville Road

MANUKAU
ST LUKES
SYLVIA PARK
WESTGATE MEGA CENTRE

Westfield Albany
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Four-year-olds (from left) HarryWard, Alice Egerton, EmmaDickson andTedHenderson all use iPads at the
Kelburn Little School inWellington. Picture / MartyMelville

iPads bridge kindy
generation gap
Preschoolpupilsoutclass teachers
with their graspofnewtechnology
byAmeliaWade
amelia.wade@nzherald.co.nz

It’s something
that’s practical
and easy for
them to do.
Kristiana Denford-Deck,
preschool teacher

Kristiana Denford-Deck is meant to
be the one teaching preschoolers, but
these days she often finds the roles re-
versed, with her young pupils show-
ing her how to use her centre’s iPads.

‘‘They’re the new generation and
they know more about them than I do
— they tutor me,’’ the Little School
teacher said.

‘‘Because touch and feel is some-
thing so important in those early
years, it’s something they pick up
really quickly. It’s something that’s
practical and easy for them to do.’’

Tablets are becoming increasingly
common in early childhood centres
as learning tools that help teach kids
maths, literacy, sharing and motor
skills.

At four of the five Little School
centres around New Zealand, the
iPads are used as tools for learning
rather than play. (The fifth, in Auck-
land, doesn’t have them yet.)

The private preschool chain de-
cided to purchase five iPads for each
centre because the owners said chil-
dren were surrounded by technology
so it made sense to incorporate it into
their education.

The children have been using the
iPads for six weeks and the results are
already apparent.

Throughout the day, the young
students are taken into a separate

room in small groups and use the tab-
lets in pairs, playing interactive
games that help their mathematics
and language skills.

Children are also taught the tools’
value as well as how to look after and
use the iPads.

‘‘You get amazing amounts of

communication and lots of teamwork
happening,’’ Ms Denford-Deck said.

A Christchurch centre for
preschool-aged children with dis-
abilities has also been using iPads as a
tool to assist learning and help
children’s cognitive development.

Champion Centre director Susan
Foster-Cohen said the staff were
amazed at some of the barriers the
children had broken through with the
help of the technology.

‘‘We’re finding that with some
children, they’re able to tell us what
they know through an iPad in a way

that they’re not able to tell us through
verbal language,’’ Dr Foster-Cohen
said.

‘‘For example, if they’ve got to
make a choice between items or
they’ve got to show us that they
understand the difference between
same and different.’’

The centre doesn’t own any of its
own iPads — but a staff member and a
number of parents have the gadgets.

Dr Foster-Cohen said staff at the
centre made sure the children knew
the tablets were used as one of many
tools to help them learn and didn’t re-
place physical and verbal interaction.

iPads were particularly helpful for
children with cerebral palsy, Down
syndrome and autism.

‘‘Because it’s a machine it’s some-
times easier for [the children on the
autistic spectrum] to engage with.

‘‘They can often find interacting
with humans overwhelming,’’ she
said.

‘‘It’s an exciting new addition to
our tool kit.’’

But not all parents are pleased
about iPads creeping into early
childcare education — one Nelson
mother said she would be concerned
if her 4-year-old son came home sing-
ing the tablet’s praises.

Angela Cox, a kindergarten
teacher herself at a different centre,
said it was important for youngsters
to be exposed to technology, but that
was a parent’s responsibility not the
school’s.

‘‘I send my son to kindergarten so
he can develop social skills and I
don’t think an iPad does that . . . . I
don’t think they have a place in early
childhood centres.’’

Top 10 apps for preschoolers
1. TheWiggles ‘WigglyABC’
Ages2+
$2.99
Designed to help kids learn to
recognise the letters of the
alphabetwith interactive games.
2.AniMatch:Animal Pairs and
SoundsMatchingGame
Ages2+
$0.99
A technological version of the
game ‘‘Memory’’ which gets kids to
match interactive animal pairs.
Helps developmemory skills.
3.DrSeuss’sBeginnerBook
Collection#1
Ages0+
$12.99
It’s expensivebut features three
different playmodes—read it to
me, read itmyself andautoplay—
andcontains five classicDrSeuss
titles.
4.ABCExpedition

Ages 1+
FREE (for a limited time)
Takes childrenona trip througha
zoowhile teaching them the
alphabet.
5. PeppaPigHappyMrsChicken
Ages3+
$2.99
Follows the storyline of the
television showwith anumber of
farm-themedgames that help
develophand-eye co-ordination,
memory andmatching skills.
6. ItsyBitsySpiderHD
Ages2+
$1.99
Uses thenursery rhyme ‘‘ItsyBitsy
Spider’’ to teachandentertain,
with interactive games that
promotenumber recognition and
counting skills.
7.Dora’s EnchantedForest
Adventure
Ages3+

$1.99
An interactive read-along
storybook from thepopular
television show.
8.TallyTots
Ages 18mo+
$1.99
Designed to help kids count—
covering everything frombasic
number recognition to counting
using games.
9.Doodlecast forKids
Ages 1+
$1.99
A funapp for kidswho like todraw.
Children canalso record a story
about their picture.
10.MyColouringBook
Ages 1+
$0.99
Features a large rangeof colouring
templates.
* List compiledbyPractical
Parentingmagazine.

Golden oldie good debut for new company

JanetMcAllister
Review

Theatre
What:EducatingRita
Where:OperaFactory,EdenSt,
Newmarket, toSeptember8

This class-clash Pygmalion
dramedy — an oldie but a
goodie — makes a great
choice for the debut

production of the professional
Newmarket Stage Company. It’s a
relatively gentle, fourth-wall two-
hander — wonderfully written, full of
jokes and bons mots.

And they do a very good job.
George Henare — who, in his mid-60s,
must be the hardest-working man in
Auckland showbiz — enjoys a little
lightness (with undercurrents of
tragedy) between the high drama of
Awatea just past and Death of a
Salesman to come. He plays the elder
academic Frank suitably quietly and
deeply, belying the character’s
insistence that ‘‘there’s less to me
than meets the eye’’.

His working-class student Rita
( Jodie Hillock) lives up to his claim

that she’s ‘‘the first breath of air that’s
been in this room for years’’. Hillock’s
Rita caught between two worlds is
bright and spunky from the outset.

Both actors are at ease in their

long conversations, director Adey
Ramsel using movement to keep us
interested in a long play of vignette-
like scenes set in one room.

Ramsel also designed the set as a
collective cultural imagining of an
academic’s den — wonderfully
shabby, cluttered, with a leather
wingchair, shelves falling down, and
the whiskey hidden behind the Eliot.

Playwright Willy Russell criticises
working-class culture — his own roots
—but doesn’t look to the middle
classes for all the answers. In the
play’s sharpest line, Rita accuses
Frank of liking ‘‘to keep your natives
thick, because that way they still look
charming and delightful’’. But
Russell’s not preaching; this is a
funny, entertaining night out into
another world.

May Newmarket Stage Company
enjoy a long and healthy life.


